Summer Village of Waiparous

Mini-Newsletter – January 2018
____________________________________________________
Internet Pilot Project - Update
Velocity Networks was out all day on Wednesday, January 24th, testing the new technology that they
plan to deploy in Waiparous Village.
They are excited to say that testing went extremely well and they are now making plans for the next
round of testing. They were able to make solid connections even in the most dense treed areas.
This next round will be full install of equipment to at least 10 homes, in the test area.
Velocity are still open to getting volunteers for new homes on their list as it is easy to add homes that
are very close to existing planned install homes.
A few questions that have been asked of Velocity
Is this network secure ?
Absolutely it is, this is no different than any other network. It always pays to have your own network
security at your house but these connections are the same as anywhere else in our network or any other
network. There are multiple levels of security to make sure signals can not be captured and used in a
malicious way.
What speeds will you be offering, and what will costs be ?
Velocity’s plan is that they will offer all of their current residential packages that they have on their
website www.velocitynetworks.ca. The testing they are doing is to confirm that the new tech will deliver
all the same quality and speeds that they expect.
Anyone that did not email Velocity in December to say they wanted to participate are still encouraged to
send Velocity an email to let them know you are interested, so that they can build the network
accordingly.

Back 40 FireSmart Wood Collection

(excerpt from Information Update for Residents January 25, 2018)
FireSmart activities wrapped up in the Back 40 just before Christmas. As a result there is a lot of cut
firewood available for local residents. There are numerous piles of wood along the entire west side
fence of the Back 40 lease area.
As part of the Back 40 FireSmart work, it is temporarily allowed for residents to access the west side of
the lease through Eau Claire Trail and Cutline Trail to collect wood. With the ground currently
frozen it is a good time to pick up wood. You are requested not to go back there when conditions are
wet and muddy, to limit the damage to the trails and ground. There is a lot of wood for
everyone, there is no rush.
Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
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Summarized, it is allowed to pick up firewood as long as the following items are taken into account:
• Apply for a TM66 permit online from Alberta Agriculture and Forestry (AF) at:
https://extranet.gov.ab.ca/env/treecuttingpermits/permits/. Or you can visit a local AF office to
get the TM66 permit.
• Obey the rules outlined in the TM66 permit.
• Be courteous to others and keep in mind all trails are single lane traffic.
• It is not allowed to sell wood from the Back40.
• There is an increased risk of tree blow down in the area where the Back40 FireSmart work took
place. Be careful and it is recommended not to go back there on windy days.
• Pick up the firewood only when the ground is frozen and during dry conditions in the summer
and fall.
• Be careful as some tree stumps or other pieces of wood might be covered under the snow.

Back 40 FireSmart Operations - Public Information Session
Saturday, February 24, 2018 10 am – noon BBQ lunch to follow
A public information session will be held on Saturday, February 24, at the Waiparous Community
Services Facility at 10:00 am until noon, with a BBQ lunch provided afterwards. This event will be
organized by the GWTA together with the SVW FireSmart Committee. The Back40 FireSmart
Operations to date will be explained in detail and there will be time for feedback and questions
from the community. Please join us February 24 and you can also provide feedback to us at:
gwta.ab.ca@gmail.com

Upcoming Meetings
Hwy 40 Road Committee –February 13, 2018 7 pm – Community Services Facility
Waiparous Regular Council Meeting - February 20, 2018 6:15 pm – Super 8, Cochrane
Back40 FireSmart Operations - Info Session - February 24, 2018 10 am - Community Services Facility

Reminders
The Garbage Bin lock will be switched to the new lock during the weekend of February 24-25. The
Village Office will start mailing out keys to residents that have returned a Garbage Bin Use Agreement.
If you need access to the garbage bin and have not submitted a signed user Agreement, please do so
soon. Once we start mailing out keys, future requests will be batched and processed once a month.
The Summer Village is seeking volunteers to serve on the following Board/Committees:
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board – 1 vacancy
Highway 40 Road Committee – 1 vacancy
If you are interested in any of these positions, please contact the Village Office at admin@waiparous.ca
Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
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Preparation of the 2018
Assessment Roll
The Assessment Roll for the taxation year 2018 has
been prepared and is open for inspection during
regular business hours. Property owners will
have until June 4, 2018 to appeal their
assessments.

Assessment Notices - Mailed
The 2018 Assessment Notices have been mailed
out to property owners on or before Monday,
March 26, 2018. All assessments were adjusted to
reflect the current market values that properties are
experiencing in the area. Each property was
reviewed on its own merit based on provincial
procedures; therefore, the rate of change in
assessment will vary from property to property.
The assessors will be available to discuss your
assessment with you. Please contact Benchmark
Assessment Consultants at 1-800-633-9012
between 8:00 am – 4:30 pm Monday – Friday.

Council Meeting
The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on

Monday, May 7, 2018
The meeting will commence at 6:00 pm and will be
held at the Community Services Facility in
Waiparous.
Please check the, website or call the Village Office
to ensure that the meeting will be held.
At the beginning of each council meeting, Council
hosts a “Resident Dialogue Session” where
residents can informally ask questions, make
inquiries, etc. The session will be limited to a
maximum of 20 minutes in total and limited to 10
minutes per resident. (if you attend and notice
more than 2 residents wanting to speak, please try
not to use the max. 10 minutes so that everyone
present has an opportunity to speak)

If you would like to formally address Council on a
specific item, please forward your written request,
either by mail, fax or email, stating the nature of
your presentation with a summary of the
presentation to the Village Office at least one week
prior to the meeting in order to be placed on the
agenda.

Annual Meeting
The Village Annual Meeting will be held Saturday
July 21, 2018. The meeting will commence at
10:30 am to discuss the civic business of the
Village from the past year. Find out what is
happening in your community.
If there are any specific items you would like
Council to address at the Annual Meeting, please
submit in writing, by June 30th to allow Council
ample time to review prior to the meeting. The
meeting agenda will be posted on the website in
early July
The location of the Annual General meeting will be
announced once it is determined if the Annual
Picnic will be held this year. At this time there is no
volunteer that has come forward to run the picnic.
If you are interested in volunteering to run this
event, please contact the Village office so that we
know if a picnic is occurring and we can confirm the
meeting location. Sharon MacDonald has put
together a planning manual for the picnic and will
be happy to provide the new organizer(s) with a
copy of the manual.

By-Election – Summer Village of
Waiparous
A vacancy on Council has occurred due to the
recent resignation of Larry Anderson. Larry has
served on the Waiparous Council
for 7 ½ years, first as Deputy
Mayor for 3 years and as Mayor for
the past 4 ½ years. Thank you,
Larry!
Under the provisions of the
Municipal Government Act, Council
must hold a by-election to fill the vacancy within 90

Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
email: admin@waiparous.ca Village Website www.waiparous.ca
Deputy Mayor Matt Sundal (403) 850-7850
Councilor B. Fleming (403) 239-2814
RCMP, Ambulance: 911
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days of the vacancy occurring. Nomination forms
are available from the Village Office and must be
handed into the Returning Officer between 10 am
and noon on Saturday, April 28, 2018.

SUMMER VILLAGE OF
WAIPAROUS
NOTICE OF NOMINATION DAY
Local Authorities Election Act
(Sections 12,26)

This council position will be for the remaining three
(3) years of Council term’s, ending in the summer of
2021.
Anyone interested in running for office is
encouraged to check the Guidebook “Running for
Municipal Office” available for download on the
Municipal Affairs website:
http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/documents/R
unning%20for%20Municipal%20Office%20in%20Al
berta%20-%20A%20Candidate%27s%20Guide.pdf

Notice is hereby given that Nomination Day for the
Summer Village of Waiparous, in the Province of
Alberta is Saturday, April 28, 2018 and that
nominations for the election of candidates for the
following office will be received between the hours
of 10:00 am and noon at the Waiparous
Community Services Facility, 2 Wildrose Place,
Waiparous Alberta.

What is the role of a Councillor?

Position

A councilor’s job is to work with other council
members to set the overall direction of the
municipality through their role as a policy maker.

Councillor

Number of Vacancies
1

Dated at the City of Calgary, in the Province of
Alberta this 25th day of March AD 2018

The policies that council sets are the guidelines for
administration to follow as it does the job of running
a municipality.

Sherri Bureyko - Returning Officer

A councillor will spend a lot of time while on council
creating new policies and programs or reviewing
the current ones to make sure they are working as
they should.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the
Returning Officer by contacting the Village Office:
• phone (403) 554-5515
• fax (403) 206-7209
• email admin@waiparous.ca
• download from waiparous.ca

Under the Municipal Government Act, councillors
have the following duties:
•

To consider the welfare and interests of the
municipality as a whole and, to bring to
council's attention anything that would
promote the welfare or interests of the
municipality

•

To participate generally in developing and
evaluating the policies and programs of the
municipality

•

To participate in council meetings and
council committee meetings and meetings
of other bodies to which they are appointed
by the council

NOTE: Council term is THREE (3) years.
Qualification for Candidates
In order to qualify for nomination as a Councillor, a
person is not required to be a resident of
Waiparous but must be entitled to vote* in the
election and have been a resident of Alberta for 12
consecutive months immediately preceding election
day.
*a person is entitled to vote if:

•

To obtain information about the operation
or administration of the municipality from
the chief administrative officer

•

To keep in confidence matters discussed in
private at a council meeting until discussed
at a meeting held in public

•

To perform any other duty or function
imposed on councillors by this or any other
enactment or by the council.

a) he (she) is eligible to vote under
section 47 of the Local Authorities Election
Act
Sec 47 states that:
• he (she) be at least 18 years of
age,
• a Canadian Citizen and
• has resided in Alberta for 6
consecutive months immediately
preceding election day and
• is a resident of the summer village
on election day,
b) he (she) is 18, a Canadian citizen and is named
on the certificate of title as the person who owns
property within the summer village, or

c) he (she) is 18, a Canadian citizen and is the
spouse or adult interdependent partner of a person
referred to in clause (b).
The candidate must not be ineligible under
provisions outlined in the Local Authorities Election
Act.
(The above is being included as information only –
for complete information on qualifications and
ineligibility, please refer to the Local Authorities
Elections Act R.S.A.)
Information on eligibility and duties of councillors
can be found on the Municipal Affairs website.
Election information is also available on the Village
website.

Municipal Development Plan
Recent Municipal Government Act amendments
have now made it mandatory for small
municipalities such as Waiparous to prepare and
adopt a Municipal Development Plan (MDP)
The MDP is a statutory high-level policy document
designed to guide the physical development of the
Summer Village over the next thirty years and
provide clear direction with regards to the
community’s social, environmental and economic
well-being over time. The Land Use Bylaw and
other planning documents must follow the
provisions set out in the MDP.
The Province is providing some funding to summer
villages that will allow Council to engage the
services of a planner to assist them with the
development of the plan.
As this is a very important planning document for
the community, Council is establishing an ad-hoc
steering committee to ensure the residents’ vision
for the future of the Summer Village is captured in
the MDP.
The steering committee will consist of 5-7 members
appointed by Council as follows:
• One member of Council,
• One member of the Subdivision and
Development Appeal Board who is not a
member of Council,
• One member of Administration,
• Two to three members of the general public
with a focus of members representing
permanent and seasonal residents
If you are interested in serving on the Steering
Committee, please check out the Terms of
Reference posted on the website and submit your
name to the Village Office by April 30th.

Public Participation Policy
Residents of Waiparous have a great sense of
connectiveness with their neighbours and in how
they engage and connect with Council. Council
encourages public engagement on a wide range of
policies and directions that affect the community.
Council has recently adopted a Public Participation
Policy which will provide residents with an
understanding how Council will engage with the
public as decisions are being made. The policy is
available to view on the Village website.

Volunteers Needed….
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board
the Village has a three (3) person board comprised
of Village residents that hear appeals on both
Development Permits and Subdivision Applications.
Currently there are two (2) vacancies on the Board.
The Province is developing a training program for
board members, which will be available in the near
future. For more information, please contact the
Village Office.
Highway 40 Road Committee
Council is inviting interested residents to submit
their name to serve on the Committee. All names
received by the Village Office on or before Monday,
April 30, 2018 will be brought forward to Council for
consideration of appointment. The appointment is
for three (3) years).
For more information on the Highway 40 Road
Committee and the Bridge Replacement Project,
please visit the Summer Village of Waiparous
website at www.Waiparous.ca

Rural Crime
Watch
Rural Alberta RCMP
detachments across
our province have
seen a 16 per cent
increase in Criminal Code offences over the past
five years. Crime happens everywhere, but in a
rural area, where there are fewer people to see
what is going on, it is essential to have as many
eyes and ears out there as possible to observe
suspicious activities and report them to the RCMP.
The purpose of a Rural Crime Watch program is to
improve awareness of the potential for crime and
promote crime prevention through the
communication of information. The role of a Rural
Crime Watch member is to observe and make note
of information that can be passed on to the RCMP
which can be helpful in the investigation of criminal

activity and help lead to arrests and charges being
laid.
So how do we protect ourselves? The list
includes things like remembering to arm your home
security system when you leave, dogs in the home,
no trespassing signage, Rural Crime Watch
Member signage, lock your vehicles and your
home, including your garage or sheds, present your
home as occupied when you are away for extended
periods by hiring a house sitter and using light
timers.
How do we help each other? Watch your
neighbours’ property and check in with them if what
you observe may affect them. Note and report
suspicious activity. Become an active Rural Crime
Watch member. Continually Observe, Record,
Report. When reporting crimes in progress call 911
or Cochrane RCMP 403-932-2211. Suspicious
activity calls to 403-851-8000. Be simple, clear,
and address who, what, when, where.
In the Waiparous area, the local Rural Crime Watch
organization is the Cochrane Foothills Protective
Association (CFPA). The area served is that of the
Cochrane Detachment of the RCMP.
To become a Rural Crime Watch member,
application forms can be obtained from the
Cochrane RCMP Detachment Office, Fish &
Wildlife Office, or from the Waiparous area Director,
Paul Clark paul.clark@mdbighorn.ca
For more information contact:
cochraneruralcrimewatch@gmail.com or attend the
CFPA Annual General Meeting on Saturday
April 21, 2018 1:00 pm at the Frank Wills Hall in
Cochrane.

Every Crime has 3 Elements
• A victim
• A perpetrator
• A place
If you change or remove one of the three,
no crime can take place.
•
•
•

Become an informed Rural Crime
Watch member
Get Active and become involved
Together we can make a difference.

Waiparous Community
Association
Community events like the annual picnic and the
fall craft show have become events many residents
look forward to each year. The organization and
execution of events like these take a group of

volunteers to make it happen. If you are interested
in spearheading this initiative in your community
contact the Village office for more information.

Building or Reno Plans?
When planning for any new construction or
renovations in the Village, please check if any
development or safety code permits are required.
Review the Land Use Bylaw located on our website
www.waiparous.ca or contact the development officer
at Planning Protocol 2 Inc. to see if a development
permit is required. Call 403-230-5522 or email
rod@planningprotocol2.com With regards to
Building, Gas, Electrical, Plumbing and Sewage
permits, Alberta Municipal Affairs’ accredited
agencies issue permits in Waiparous. For more
information on safety codes permits, check out the
following website:
http://www.safetycodes.ab.ca/Public/Pages/CodesPermit
s.aspx

Fire Insurance……Please
check your fire insurance
policy to confirm that
Waiparous’ nearest “manned”
fire station is in the Town of
Cochrane. Ghost River Fire Hall
is the first responder for Village fires, however, they
are classified as a volunteer fire department. It is
important that your insurance company is aware of
that.
Also, under the provisions of the fire bylaw,
property owners can be billed for the cost of fighting
fires on their property. This can amount to
thousands of dollars. Check with your insurance
company to ensure that you have adequate
coverage for firefighting expenses.
False Alarms…. If you have a security company
that monitors for fires in your home, please note
that false alarms responded to will be charged back
to the property owner
Bird feeders Attract Bears…Regularly clean up
debris beneath bird feeders. Put away your bird
feeders in early spring (April 1) and don’t put them
back up until mid-November. Bring hummingbird
feeders in at night.
Weed Control…. Reminder that the Village is now
required to monitor noxious weeds in the Village.
Property owners will be required to destroy weeds
identified as Prohibited Noxious on their property
and control weeds identified as Noxious.
For description of noxious weeds please visit the
Village website www.waiparous.ca and click on the
section “Links”

Marigold Library: The Summer Village of
Waiparous is a member of the Marigold Library.
Permanent residents are provided access to the.
Library to You (L2U) service (formally paperbacks
by mail), TRAC cards and much more. All
residents are welcome to use the Paperback
deposit located in the FireHall at Benchlands. For
more information on Marigold library services,
please visit www.marigold.ab.ca or call 1-855-9345334 for more information.

Dog Owner Reminder….
The Summer Village has a zero tolerance for
aggressive dogs... make sure dogs are on a leash
when off your property AT ALL TIMES. Check out
the Dog Bylaw on the website for rules and
regulations relating to dogs.

Waiparous.ca
Don’t forget to check the Village Website for
bylaws, FireSmart info, current news, and updates.

This event is FREE however, registration is
required. Please contact Andrew at
andrew.richmond@mdbighorn.ca or 403-673-3611
ext.241 to register today!

Septic Sense
April 26th 6:30pm – Beaupre Community Hall
The MD of Bighorn together with Alberta Onsite
Wastewater Management Association and Land
Stewardship Centre Presents Septic Sense:
Solutions for Rural Living
Understanding and taking care of your septic
system
• What a septic system is and how it works
• Regulations
• Design and installation
• Appropriate use of your septic system
• Maintaining your septic system
• Troubleshooting
This event is FREE however, please pre-register
before April 19, 2018 by contacting Andrew
Richmond at: andrew.richmond@mdbighorn.ca
or 403.673.3611 ext. 241 to register today!

2017 Financial Statements
The 2017 audited financial statements are available
upon request by contacting the Village Office.
Enclosed with this newsletter is a summary of the
financial statement information.
Please contact the Village Office if you have any
questions regarding the financial statements.

Community News
Ghost/Waiparous Trails Assoc. Annual
Meeting
Saturday May 12, 2018
Time: 10:00 am – 12 noon
Waiparous Community Services Facility
Gardening in the Mountains
April 12th 7pm – Exshaw Community Hall
Interested in honing your gardening skills? Whether
you’re new to gardening or want to learn some new
skills, this event will help you overcome the unique
challenges of gardening in and around the eastern
slopes. Christian Wright from Alpine Edible
Schoolyards will be discussing various methods
and advice on how to be successful at gardening in
these challenging areas.

Stay in Contact
Do we have your email address? If not, please
send us your email address and you will receive
newsletters along with timely notices regarding the
Summer Village. Help us preserve trees and curb
costs.

Summer Village of Waiparous
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
As at December 31, 2017
2017
$
FINANCIAL ASSETS
Cash and temporary investments
Taxes and grants in lieu receivables
Trade and other receivables

463,876

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Deposit liabilities
Deferred revenue

NET FINANCIAL ASSETS (DEBT)
NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS
Tangible capital assets
Prepaid expenses

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS
Unrestricted surplus (deficit)
Restricted surplus
Planning
Animal Control
Emergency Disaster
Road Maintenance
Trails
Capital Public Works
Building
FireSmart Initiative
CIP Interest
General Operating Reserve
Contingency Reserve
Millrate Stablization
Equity in tangible capital assets
TOTAL

2016
$

5,071
468,947

421,771
4,332
4,890
430,993

79,563
8,550
155,154
243,267

81,034
8,550
146,751
236,335

225,680

194,659

789,480
2,000
791,480

821,185
6,258
827,443

20,316

20,316

4,000
8,256
14,002
7,184
398
11,695
4,000
2,000
392
28,214
27,224
100,000

4,258
6,406
5,000
6,934
558
2,693

392
21,883
27,224
100,000

789,480

821,185

1,017,160

1,016,849

Summer Village of Waiparous
Schedule of Segmented Disclosure
For the Year Ended December 31, 2017
General
Protective Transportation
Government Services
Services
REVENUE
Real Property Taxes
Linear property taxes

Planning &
Development

Recreation Environmental
& Culture
Services

150,596
263
150,859

Total
$

150,596
263
150,859
0
3,235
68,598
79,026

Less:
Calgary RCSSD School Board
Alberta School Foundation Fund
Net municipal taxes

3,235
68,598
79,026

Government transfers
User fees and sales of goods
Investment income
Contributed assets
Other revenues

6,331
135
1,898
11,300

34,555
-

444
-

-

1,260
-

98,691

34,555

444

-

1,260

37,677
251
568
28

36,078
7,500
2,250
-

3,717
-

1,170
-

663
2,880
640
628
160

7,971
1,836

38,525

45,828

3,717

1,170

4,970

10,514

104,725

60,166

(11,274)

(3,273)

(1,170)

(3,710)

(10,514)

30,224

60,166

16,750
(28,024)

17,006
(20,279)

(1,170)

184
(3,895)

1,226
(11,740)

35,166
(4,942)

EXPENSES
Contract & general services
Purchases from other governments
Salaries and wages
Goods & supplies
Transfers to local boards
Other expenses

NET REVENUE, BEFORE
AMORTIZATION
Amortization expense
NET REVENUE

42,589
135
1,898
0
11,300
134,949

708

87,276
9,336
3,131
4,166
628
188
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Rural Crime Watch
In the Waiparous area, the local Rural Crime Watch organization is the Cochrane Foothills Protective
Association (CFPA). The area served is that of the Cochrane Detachment of the RCMP.
The Summer Village is currently looking at purchasing a membership in the Cochrane Rural Crime Watch
as a corporate partner. As members the Summer Village will be able to host CRPA speakers at Village
meetings from time to time and publish some of the Association’s education literature in future
newsletters. For individual residents to participate in the Rural Crime Watch program, residents will
need to purchase an individual membership.
To become a Rural Crime Watch member, application forms can be obtained from the Cochrane RCMP
Detachment Office, Fish & Wildlife Office, or from the Waiparous area Director, Paul Clark
paul.clark@mdbighorn.ca
For more information contact: cochraneruralcrimewatch@gmail.com or attend the CFPA Annual
General Meeting on Saturday April 21, 2018 1:00 pm at the Frank Wills Hall in Cochrane.
Tips to Protect Yourself: The list includes things like remembering to arm your home security system
when you leave, dogs in the home, no trespassing signage, Rural Crime Watch Member signage, lock
your vehicles and your home, including your garage or sheds, present your home as occupied when you
are away for extended periods by hiring a house sitter and using light timers.
How do we help each other: Watch your neighbours’ property and check in with them if what you
observe may affect them. Note and report suspicious activity. Become an active Rural Crime Watch
member. Continually Observe, Record, Report. When reporting crimes in progress call 911 or Cochrane
RCMP 403-932-2211. Suspicious activity calls to 403-851-8000. Be simple, clear, and address who,
what, when, where.

Reminder of Nomination Day
Nomination Day for the Summer Village of Waiparous is Saturday, April 28, 2018 between the
hours of 10:00 am and noon at the Waiparous Community Services Facility, 2 Wildrose Place,
Waiparous Alberta.
Nominations are being received for the position of Councillor. There is one (1) vacancy.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the Returning Officer by contacting the Village Office:
• phone (403) 554-5515
• fax (403) 206-7209
• email admin@waiparous.ca
• download from waiparous.ca
NOTE: Council term is THREE (3) years.
Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
email: admin@waiparous.ca Village Website www.waiparous.ca
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Wildfire Community Preparedness Day – Saturday May 5th

Council Meeting
The next regular Council meeting will be held on Monday, May 7, 2018 and will commence at 6:00 pm.
The meeting will be held at the Community Services Facility in Waiparous.
At the beginning of each council meeting, Council hosts a “Resident Dialogue Session” where residents
can informally ask questions, make inquiries, etc. The session will be limited to a maximum of 20
minutes in total and limited to 10 minutes per resident. (if you attend and notice more than 2 residents
wanting to speak, please try not to use the max. 10 minutes so that everyone present has an opportunity
to speak)
If you would like to formally address Council on a specific item, please forward your written request,
either by mail, fax or email, stating the nature of your presentation with a summary of the presentation
to the Village Office at least one week prior to the meeting to be placed on the agenda.

Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
email: admin@waiparous.ca Village Website www.waiparous.ca
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Assessment Notices – Mailed
The 2018 Assessment Notices were mailed out to property owners on March 26, 2018. If you have not
received your Assessment Notice for 2018, please contact the Village Office. If you have questions
regarding your 2018 assessment, the Village Assessors will be available to discuss your assessment with
you. Please contact Benchmark Assessment Consultants at 1-800-633-9012 between 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Monday – Friday. Property Owners have until June 4, 2018 to appeal their assessments.

Volunteers needed
The following Committees are looking for volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering your time,
please contact the Village Office for an application or more information.
•
•
•

Municipal Development Plan Steering Committee
Highway 40 Road Committee
By-law Enforcement Committee

Events In and Around Your Community
Septic Sense
April 26th 6:30pm – Beaupre Community Hall
The MD of Bighorn together with Alberta Onsite Wastewater Management Association and Land
Stewardship Centre Presents Septic Sense: Solutions for Rural Living
Understanding and taking care of your septic system
•
•
•
•
•
•

What a septic system is and how it works
Regulations
Design and installation
Appropriate use of your septic system
Maintaining your septic system
Troubleshooting

This event is FREE however, please pre-register before April 19, 2018 by contacting Andrew Richmond
at: andrew.richmond@mdbighorn.ca
or 403.673.3611 ext. 241 to register today!

Ghost/Waiparous Trails Assoc. Annual Meeting
Saturday May 12, 2018
Time: 10:00 am – 12 noon
Waiparous Community Services Facility

Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 554-5515 Fax: (403) 206-7209
email: admin@waiparous.ca Village Website www.waiparous.ca

May 2018

2018 Tax Notices in the Mail
on or before May 22, 2018
The tax rates have been set for 2018 and represent
an increase in tax revenue of 4.33% (actual tax
increases will vary from property to property
depending on assessment changes, construction).
The school requisition from the Province went up
$3,991 from the previous year and the municipal
taxes increased by $2,536.
Please note taxes are due on JUNE 30, 2018.
There will be a 10% penalty assessed on all taxes
that are received with a postmark that is after June
30th. We accept postdated cheques, so if you
normally pay at the end of June, you are
encouraged to mail a postdated cheque dated June
30th and we will hold your payment until that date.

NOTE: When paying online and by telpay make
sure your payments are made at least 4 days
PRIOR to tax deadline date to allow for processing
time. When paying by mail, make sure your
envelope is postmarked on or before June 30th.

If you have not received your Tax Notice in
the mail by May 29th, please contact the
Village Office.

The Village Office Has A NEW
Phone Number
403-510-8083
Effective immediately please use the NEW phone
number when calling the Village Office. The old
phone number is still in service, but callers will be
directed to call the office at 403-510-8083.

How to Pay Your Taxes

Council Meeting

1. By mail - send cheque to the Village Office.
(must be postmarked by Canada Post) on or
before June 30th)

The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on

2. Pay Online at Telpay. - go to www.telpay.ca
click Telpay Online -- click Get Started click
Sign Up The Summer Village of Waiparous is
payee account 0074421. New account set up
takes a few days to process. Service fees
apply.

The meeting will commence at 6:00 pm and will be
held at the Summer Village of Waiparous
Community Services Facility.

3. In person at any TD Canada Trust Bank. Take
your tax notice with you and ask the bank teller
to deposit your cheque into the bank account
number shown on the bottom of your tax notice.
4. TD Canada Trust Customers – set up as a
Payee on your web banking portfolio. If you are
interested, please contact TD web banking and
let them know you want to set up a personal
payee Village Bank Account details they
require is listed on the bottom of your tax notice
5. E-Transfer – use finance@waiparous.ca when
making an e-transfer, also include your tax roll
number. Check with your bank for instructions
and fees for e-transfers

Tuesday June 12, 2018

Please check the Village Notice Board, website or
call the Village Office to ensure that the meeting will
be held. When all councillors are unable to attend
a meeting, usually the meeting is rescheduled to a
different date.
At the beginning of each council meeting, Council
hosts a “Resident Dialogue Session” where
residents can informally ask questions, make
inquiries, etc. The session will be limited to a
maximum of 20 minutes in total and limited to 10
minutes per resident. (if you attend and notice
more than 2 residents wanting to speak, please try
not to use the max. 10 minutes so that everyone
present has an opportunity to speak)
If you would like to formally address Council on a
specific item, please forward your written request,
either by mail, fax or email, stating the nature of

Village Office: Box 19554 RPO South Cranston, Calgary, AB T3M 0V4 Phone: (403) 510-8083 Fax: (403) 206-7209
email: admin@waiparous.ca Village Website www.waiparous.ca
Mayor Matt Sundal
Deputy Mayor Brian Fleming
Councillor Sharon MacDonald
RCMP, Ambulance: 911
Forest Fires: 310-FIRE (3473) toll free -or- Telus Mobility cell phone dial #3473

your presentation with a summary of the
presentation to the Village Office at least one week
prior to the meeting in order to be placed on the
agenda.

Annual Meeting & Picnic
July 21st
The Village Annual Meeting
will be held on Saturday,
July 21, 2018 at the Picnic
Area located between Poplar Place and Willow
Drive. The meeting will commence at 10:30 am
to discuss the civic business of the Village from the
past year. Find out what is happening in your
community.
If there are any specific items you would like
Council to address at the Annual Meeting, please
submit in writing, by June 30th to allow Council
ample time to review prior to the meeting. The
meeting agenda will be posted on the website in
early July
The Annual Picnic will commence immediately
following the annual meeting. Tickets for the picnic
will be available for purchase on the day of the
event. Thank you to Gerton Molenaar and Cam
Hehn for organizing the Annual Picnic event
this year. Starting in June, they will be signing up
volunteers to help with the usual roles for the picnic.
Watch for more information to follow….

Community wide
Woodchipping – July 25
Last year’s woodchipping project was again well
received by residents. Council has agreed to offer
the program once again this year. Residents are
encouraged to clean up wood debris from their
properties and have it ready for woodchipping. The
Village has hired a Commercial Operator to
drive around the Village soon after July 21st to
chip your tree branches:
o that are up to 8.5 inches in diameter;
o that can be lifted by hand, and
o that are neatly stacked beside the road
in the front of your property with butt
ends of the branches all facing the road
This is a great opportunity to start (or expand) you
own FireSmart Yard Plan and get rid of all that tree
debris!!
If you would like to keep your wood chips, then
securely tie a 2-3 foot length of florescent orange
surveyor tape on one of the branches, clearly
visible from the road, and the operators will then
leave the woodchips in place for you.
Any piles that are not neatly stacked near the
roads and/or branches that are too heavy for

the operators to lift by hand will not be chipped
and you will be responsible to haul it away.

Municipal Development Plan
Work will be starting soon creating The Summer
Village’s Municipal Development Plan. Birch
Consulting has been engaged to create the Plan.
We are still looking for 2-3 residents that are
interested in volunteering for the Ad-Hoc Steering
Committee.
The Steering Committee has two main functions.
First, to serve as a liaison between the community
and the consultant/project, discussing ideas and
potential policies with the community and obtaining
feedback to bring back to meetings.
Second, to use its knowledge of the community to
guide policy development and to make choices
between policy options.
There will be four scheduled meetings between
June 2018 and February 2019 with the consultant,
although the Committee may meet on its own as
necessary to discuss ideas or review documents.
The first meeting will be introductory in nature, to
determine some of the key issues to be addressed
in the MDP and to decide on the public consultation
method (workshop or survey).
The second meeting will be to review the input
received through the public consultation and to
make key policy decisions based on that input.
The third meeting will be to discuss the draft MDP
document that has been prepared by the consultant
and provide feedback on it, and to prepare for the
open house.
The fourth meeting will be to review the input
received at the open house and help revise the
draft MDP as necessary before it goes to Council.
If you are interested in volunteering or would
like more information, please contact the Village
Office by Friday June 8th.

Seniors Week June 3rd – 9th
Seniors make a difference in our community every
day. From supporting neighbours and volunteering,
seniors are deeply involved in the community and
their contributions benefit Villagers of all ages.
Take time to thank our Seniors!

Fire Pit Inspections this year
Current Fire Pit Certifications are expiring October
31, 2018. The Village’s Fire Guardian, Joleen
Molenaar will be inspecting ALL firepits in the
Village for compliance and safety.

INSPECTION DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED
Firepits must meet the regulations as set out in the
Fire Bylaw. For details on fire pit specifications

please review the fire bylaw on the Village website
www.waiparous.ca or contact the Village Office.

Keep up-to-date on Fire
Bans
Visit www.Albertafirebans.ca for
up to date information on fire
bans in Waiparous and across
Alberta. There is a new app available for
smartphones. Look for Alberta FireBans with
this logo to download and set up notifications.

Rural Crime Watch
Representatives from the Rural Crime Watch
will be presenting an info session in Waiparous
in June. Memberships will also be available for
purchase that day. Watch the Website and
Notice Board for Dates once they are confirmed.
The Ghost Valley group is also holding a Crime
Watch information session on May 26 – everyone is
invited

effectiveness and overall cost of the program. We
plan to revisit the program again next year.

Reminders:
False Alarms
If you have a security monitoring system
and a Fire Department is called out – costs
associated with responding to a false alarm
will be billed back to the property owner.
Landlords
Please ensure that your tenants are aware
of the Village rules and regulations. Also
ask them to register with the Village Office,
their phone numbers for the Emergency
Broadcast Service and their emails to
receive Village news.
Fire Insurance
Reminder - if there is a fire on your property
and fire trucks are called in to respond to
the fire, Council may forward the cost of fire
fighting to you. Please check with your fire
insurance provider to determine if you have
adequate coverage. Cost of fire fighting
can add up to thousands of dollars – please
make sure you are adequately protected.
EMERGENCY:
AMBULANCE, FIRE,
POLICE, HAZARDOUS
GOODS

911

NEAREST TOWN

Cochrane

RCMP – non-emergency

403 932 2211

NEAREST HOSPITALS
(24 hr)

403 944 1110 (Foothills
Calgary) 403 678 5536
(Canmore)

Summer Student Program
The Village has decided not to proceed with the
Summer Student Program this year. The decision
was made to see how the new Occupational Health
and Safety Guidelines related to young workers,
new requirements for supervision, and uncertainty
around pending legislation will impact the

AIR & AMBULANCE LINK &
STARS

1 888 888 4567 or *4567 on

ALTA EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

1 866 618 2362
403 2976470 403 815 9665

cell

ERCB (oil & gas related
incidents only)

403 297-8303

REGIONAL HEALTH
AUTHORITY – CALGARY

403 943 8060

POISON CONTROL

1 800 332 1414

FOREST FIRE
RECEPTION EVACUATION
CENTRE – BEAUPRE HALL

310 FIRE (3473)

OILSPILL CO-OP AREA

403 932 5497
1 866 541 8888
403 203 3366

COCHRANE LAKE GAS
COOP

403 932 2707

FORTIS TROUBLE

1 855 333 9473

ENVIRONMENTAL
EMERGENCIES

1 800 222 6515

Scouts Service Project

Coexisting with Wildlife

You might notice a group of Scouts working by the
river this summer. They are working on a service
project towards their Queen’s Venturer Award and
will be cleaning up and disposing of a number of
old, unused pumps and assorted hoses ect. from
the river bank. Their work will help clean up our
beautiful environment. The areas they will be
working in will be flagged by June 30th.

Spring marks the end of hibernation for bears and
increased activity of wildlife with their young. Take
the time to check in on your activities to ensure you
are not enticing bears and other predatory wildlife
into your yard.
•

If you have any questions, contact the Village
Office.

Ghost Waiparous Trails
A couple of reminders…
•

•

There is no recreational use of ATVs
allowed in the Back 40 at any time. The
only exception to the rule is persons that
have difficulty walking distances and who
that hold a valid Alberta Parking Placard for
Persons with Disabilities. Those individuals
may use an off highway vehicle on Eau
Claire Trail via the trailhead. The placard
must be clearly displayed when using the
off highway vehicle in the Back 40.
Dogs must be on a leash at all times in the
Back 40.

Dog Control Bylaw
•

Dogs must be on a leash at all times when
off the dog owner’s property. Leashes shall
not be greater than 2 metres in length

•

Dogs shall not attack, threaten or create a
reasonable apprehension of a threat to a
person or domestic animal

•

Dogs shall not chase motor vehicles,
bicycles or a person walking or running

•

Dogs shall not bark, howl or disturb the
quiet of other persons.

•

Dogs shall not defecate on public property
unless it is immediately removed by the dog
owner

•

No person shall harbor and care for more
than TWO dogs for a period in excess of
five days in duration except puppies under
the age of 9 weeks. (this exception does
not constitute permission to operate a dog
kennel)

Waiparous.ca
Don’t forget to check the Village Website for
bylaws, FireSmart info, current news, and updates.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Store your garbage in bear proof containers
or buildings. It’s not just the food in the
garbage that acts as an attractant to bears.
Anything a bear associates with food, a
mate or a cub in distress is considered an
attractant including human and pet food,
empty drink containers, cosmetics,
disposable diapers.
Pick up berries and fruit that may have
fallen on the ground last fall.
Consider indoor composting (worms or
electric composters)
Take in your bird feeders for the summer.
Store pet food indoors and bring pet food
dishes in overnight.
Never leave food out for wildlife
Plant non-fruit bearing trees and shrubs
when landscaping

Get to know your neighbours
The faces in the village have changed quite a bit
over the past few years and many residents do not
know their neighbours.
There are great advantages in getting to know your
neighbours:
•

Ensuring a safer community by keeping an
eye out for one another;

•

Helping each other in times of emergency
or extreme weather events,

•

Letting each other know when damages
have occurred to their property ie. broken
windows, fallen trees.

Exchange phone numbers and email addresses
with your neighbours and help look out for each
other. This is especially helpful for part time
residents who are not at their cabin regularly.

September 2018
Council Meeting
The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on

Monday September 10, 2018
The meeting will commence at 6:30 pm and will be
held at the Summer Village of Waiparous
Community Services Facility.
Please check the Village Notice Board, website or
call the Village Office to ensure that the meeting will
be held. When all councillors are unable to attend
a meeting, usually the meeting is rescheduled to a
different date.
At the beginning of each council meeting, Council
hosts a “Resident Dialogue Session” where
residents can informally ask questions, make
inquiries, etc. The session will be limited to a
maximum of 20 minutes in total and limited to 10
minutes per resident. (if you attend and notice
more than 2 residents wanting to speak, please try
not to use the max. 10 minutes so that everyone
present has an opportunity to speak)
If you would like to formally address Council on a
specific item, please forward your written request,
either by mail, fax or email, stating the nature of
your presentation with a summary of the
presentation to the Village Office at least one week
prior to the meeting in order to be placed on the
agenda.

Interested in the meeting agenda and
what will be discussed by Council?
Starting immediately all council meeting information
can be found on our website in one place. Look for
the Council Tab to find meeting Notices, Agendas,
Agenda Packages, and Minutes all posted in one
easy to access location. Go to
http://waiparous.ca/council/

Seismic In Motion 2018
Demonstration Sept 25 – Sept 26
The CAGC will be hosting a Seismic in Motion just
east of Waiparous with the MD of Bighorn’s gravel
pit being used as a staging area. They will set up
on Monday (Sept 24) and finish take down on
Thursday (Sept 27) The set-up will be similar to
those of the last few years. The Highway area near
the site will be traffic controlled however delays will
be minimal to traffic.
Residents are welcome to attend but for safety
purposes, please check in at the main tent. If you
wish to stay the full day, please check in at around
8:30 am. Hot lunch will be provided.
If you have interest and/or questions, please
contact Mike Doyle, 403 589-5987 email
mjd@cagc.ca

Highway 40 Bridge Project
Update from Alberta Transportation
In late August the Village received communication
from Alberta Transportation that the Functional
Review and Evaluation Report would be delayed
once again. We anticipate seeing the report early
in October 2018. See the Village website
www.waiparous.ca to read the whole email.

Reminders
Fire Insurance……Please check your fire
insurance policy to confirm that Waiparous’ nearest
“manned” fire station is in the Town of Cochrane.
Ghost River Fire Hall is the first responder for
Village fires, however, they are classified as a
volunteer fire department. It is important that your
insurance company is aware of that. Also, under
the provisions of the fire bylaw, property owners
can be billed for the cost of fighting fires on their
property. This can amount to thousands of dollars.
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Deputy Mayor Brian Fleming
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Check with your insurance company to ensure
that you have adequate coverage for firefighting
expenses.
FIREWORKS are ILLEGAL in the Summer
Village … discharging fireworks of any kind are
illegal anywhere inside the Summer Village of
Waiparous boundaries.
False Alarms….If you have a security company
that monitors for fires in your home, please note
that false alarms responded to will be charged back
to the property owner.
Poop ‘n Scoop - All Year Long – Remember to
clean up after your dog when on public property
…even in the winter and in the deep snow. Snow
melts but poop doesn’t!
We are always accepting phone numbers for
our Emergency Broadcast. You can add home,
work and cell phone numbers for yourself, your
children and if you have renters, them too!
Although it's not a formal emergency system - it is
an excellent "best attempt" at quickly reaching as
many people as possible in the event of an
emergency. If you are unsure if we have your
numbers, email admin@waiparous.ca stating your
Waiparous address and names and phone
numbers to include on the list.

combustibles accumulate on your
roof, in your eaves or close to your
structures. Remove and dispose of
leaves and needles.
2. If you have an indoor fireplace,
inspect the spark arrester and if there isn’t one
on the chimney consider
installing one before you
start your first fall warming
fire. Check if the chimney
needs cleaning.
3. Maintain and store garden
equipment so that it is
ready to use in the spring.
In order to properly prune
your trees in the spring, you need to have good
working tools. Sharpen and oil pruning shears,
pole saws, chainsaws and other garden tools.
4. Maintain short grass on
your property before winter
arrives. Dry tall grass is a
fire risk.

Planning New Construction or
Renovations?

Gutter Mount Sprinkler Info

When planning for any new construction or
renovations in the Village, please check if any
development or safety code permits are required.

At the Annual meeting this July there was a request
to pass on information regarding a gutter mount
Sprinkler System one of the residents of the Village
recently had purchased and installed on their home.

Review the Land Use Bylaw located on our website
www.waiparous.ca or contact the development officer
at Planning Protocol 2 Inc. to see if a development
permit is required. Call 403-230-5522 or email
rod@planningprotocol2.com
With regards to Building, Gas, Electrical, Plumbing
and Sewage Permits, although the Summer Village
no longer manages these permits through Davis
Inspections, residents are still required to obtain
permits. We will be working closely with Alberta
Municipal Affairs, monitoring if property owners
and/or their contractors are obtaining the
appropriate permits. For more information on
safety codes permits, check out the following
website:
http://www.safetycodes.ab.ca/Public/Pages/CodesPermit
s.aspx

4 easy Fall FireSmart
suggestions
1. Take advantage of warm fall days to clean up
leaves and needles. Don’t let these

The system that was
described is called
the WASP Gutter Mount
Sprinkler System.
Please note this is a
courtesy post by the
Summer Village of
Waiparous and does not
constitute an
endorsement of the
company or product on
our part.
More information can be
found by going to their
website at http://www.waspwildfire.com/

WILDFIRE RESEARCH FACT SHEET

EXTERIOR SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
Are exterior sprinkler systems an option for protecting a home during a wildfire, after
residents have evacuated the property?

Functionality and Installation

The function of an exterior sprinkler system is to minimize the opportunity for
ignition by wetting the home and surrounding property. Sprinkler systems should
be able to protect a home against the three basic wildfire exposures: wind-blown
embers, radiant heat and direct flame contact.
Sprinklers systems can be mounted in one or more locations, including:
• The roof (Photo 1).
• Under the eave at the edge of the roof.
• On the property, in which case the sprinklers are directed at the home from
multiple locations surrounding it.

Photo 1. Roof mounted sprinkler.

Ember ignition of combustibles located on or near the home can result in a radiant
and/or flame contact exposure (Photo 2). Water should reach all vulnerable areas for
the system to have maximum effect both on and near the home (Photo 3).

Potential Issues

Post-fire assessments have shown exterior sprinkler systems can be effective in
helping a home survive a wildfire, but potential issues exist with their use. These
issues include:
• The water supply should be adequate to deliver water, when needed, for the
time embers could threaten a home. This period could be up to 8 hours.
• Check with your local fire department if your sprinkler system uses
water from a municipal supply; they may have suggestions to help
minimize water consumption.
• The effectiveness of a sprinkler system is questionable when a neighboring
home is burning, since this would result in an extended radiant heat and/or
contact exposure to the home.

Photo 2. In order to be effective, external
sprinklers must be able to wet all areas
where ignition can occur, or be sufficiently
effective in quenching embers that approach
the home so they won’t have enough energy
to ignite combustible items.

• These systems can be activated manually or by an automated device, such
as a sensor that detects heat or flame, or by an SMS-enabled cell phone. The
ability of these systems to activate based strictly on an ember exposure has
not been determined. Since wind-blown embers can be transported for up
to a mile from the flame front of a wildfire, this may be a limitation.
• The most threatening wildfires occur during high-wind events and the
homeowner should consider how the distribution/transport of water
droplets may be influenced by elevated wind speeds.

Recommendations

Given the potential issues regarding performance, it’s recommended that use be
a supplement to, and not a replacement for, already proven mitigation strategies,
such as the reduction of potential fuels throughout the home ignition zones, along
with removal of roof and gutter debris, and use of noncombustible and fire/emberignition resistant building materials and installation design details.

Photo 3. Roof-edge mounted sprinkler.
Note these sprinklers did not deliver water
in the near-home area. With this scenario,
a sufficient number of wind-blown embers
would have to be quenched in order to avoid
ignition of the siding and decking in this zone,
particularly at the deck-to-wall intersection.

This publication was produced in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service, US Department of the Interior and the National Association of State Foresters. NFPA is an equal opportunity provider. Firewise®
and Firewise USA® are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, MA. Firewise USA® is a program of the National Fire Protection Association.

October 2018

Bears in the Village
Fall is here and that means increased bear activity
as they look for those last big meals to pack on the
weight before hibernation. There have been recent
sightings of bears in the Village so take a moment
to remind yourself of these tips for living in Bear
country.
▪ Keep your garbage
and recyclable
bottles and cans in
bear-resistant,
airtight containers.
▪ Keep your compost
indoors. Outdoor
compost attracts bears. Look into using an indoor
composter.
▪ Remove bird feeders from your yard in the
months when bears are active – usually from
the beginning of April until the end of November.
Be sure to clean up any spilled bird seed from the
ground.
▪ Clean your barbecues. Scrub your barbecue
clean after each use and store it in a bearresistant building, such as the garage or shed.
▪ Consider removing fruit trees and berryproducing bushes from your property. Bears
are attracted to the fruit and berries. If you must
keep the trees, pick the ripening fruit as early as
possible and store them in secure, airtight
containers.
▪ Never leave food out for wildlife.
▪ Talk to your neighbours. Let your neighbours
know if you’ve seen a bear in the community and
talk to them about being BearSmart at home.
How can I keep my pets safe?
▪ Always keep your dog on a leash. Keeping
your dog on a leash keeps it under your close
control. It also prevents the dog from sniffing out
and provoking a bear into an encounter.
▪ Feed your pets and store pet food indoors.
Keeping pet food outside can attract bears. If you
must feed your pets outdoors, bring in the pet

food and feeders overnight when bears are most
active.
What should I do if I see a bear in my backyard?
▪ Do not panic. Do not run. Quickly and calmly
collect your children and pets and go indoors.
▪ Notify your nearest Fish and Wildlife
office. Call 310–0000 or 1-800-642-3800 if it’s
after regular business hours.
▪ Once the bear has left the area, remove
anything from your property that might attract
a bear. Ask your neighbours to do the same. If
food sources in the area remain available, the
bear will likely return.
How do we prevent problems between bears
and people?
• Remember that bears are clever, curious and
live to eat. Bears are in a constant search for
new food sources. Once they have discovered
a new food source it is extremely difficult to
keep them from returning to it. To prevent
problems from starting, never leave any kind of
food for the bear to find.
• Remember that bears have an excellent sense
of smell. Managing the smells of potential bear
food (including human and pet foods, garbage,
grains and harvested animals) is an essential part
of preventing problems with bears.
• When in bear territory, keep food and garbage in
airtight containers, and store anything that may
have the smell of food or garbage away from
humans and out of the reach of bears.
• Be BearSmart. Most bear encounters can be
prevented. Learn how to avoid bear encounters
and how to react if you find yourself in an
unavoidable encounter with a bear.

For more information on Alberta BearSmart
visit http://aep.alberta.ca/recreation-publicuse/alberta-bear-smart/default.aspx
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Bears in the fall
It’s that time of year when the days are getting shorter and cooler.
For bears, that means going to sleep for the winter is just around
the corner. Before that happens though, they are intent on getting
as many calories as possible into their bodies to fully prepare for
their long winter. Along the eastern slopes of Alberta, that
typically means searching far and wide for food – any food,
throughout September and October. For those of us in the business
of dealing with human bear conflict – that can often mean a spike
in conflict during the fall months as bears visit developed areas
such as campgrounds, residential areas and farm yards. If there is
any chance of obtaining food in these areas, bears will take it.
Typical foods of interest include garbage, pet food, birdfeed, fruit
trees, grain, beehives and chickens. If we can secure foods from
bears and other wildlife they don’t have a reason to stick around
and will move on. Generally, if they find food they will return at
some point.
Failure to properly secure attractants can create unnecessary public
safety concerns and potential property damage. It can also result in
the relocation or destruction of bears. Relocating bears to
unfamiliar environments so close to winter denning is not ideal and
can have a low success rate. Properly securing attractants means
not having to deal with any of these issues – a win win for all
concerned.
There are a variety of ways to secure food from bears:
Garbage – place in closed building or in a bear proof container
(plywood storage boxes, aluminum or plastic cans are not bear

proof)
Birdfeed (including fat, suet, seeds, nuts and other grains) – don’t
feed birds during the bear season (April 1 to November 15th)
Chickens/ Beehives – use 5-6 strand electric fence at + 6,000 V
Fruit trees – pick fruit or consider removing tree and replace with
non-fruit bearing flowering tree
Pet Food – feed pets inside or put just enough out for one
meal Grain – store grain in bear proof facility
If you live, work, recreate in bear country, consider carrying bear
spray and know how to use it, make noise when in areas of poor
visibility, travel in groups where possible and keep dogs on leash.
For more information on best practices for Living. Working,
recreating in Bear Country, visit Alberta BearSmart
http://aep.alberta.ca/recreation-public-use/alberta-bearsmart/default.aspx
If you need to report a wildlife related public safety concern,
please call the Report a Poacher # at 1 800 642 3800.
Alberta Environment and Parks South Saskatchewan Region 800
Railway Ave., 2nd Floor Canmore, Alberta T1W 2E6 Telephone: 403-6785500
Fax: 403-678-5508 www.alberta.ca

Council Meeting
The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on

Tuesday November 27, 2018.
The meeting will commence at 6:00 pm and will
be held at the Super 8 Hotel, Cochrane AB.
Please check the Village Notice Board, website or
call the Village Office to ensure that the meeting will
be held. When all councillors are unable to attend
a meeting, usually the meeting is rescheduled to a
different date.
At the beginning of each council meeting, Council
hosts a “Resident Dialogue Session” where
residents can informally ask questions, make
inquiries, etc. The session will be limited to a
maximum of 20 minutes in total and limited to 10
minutes per resident. (if you attend and notice
more than 2 residents wanting to speak, please try
not to use the max. 10 minutes so that everyone
present has an opportunity to speak)
If you would like to formally address Council on a
specific item, please forward your written request,
either by mail, fax or email, stating the nature of
your presentation with a summary of the
presentation to the Village Office at least one week
prior to the meeting in order to be placed on the
agenda.

Snow Removal
Council has contracted snow
removal for Village roads
again for the 2018-2019
winter season. If you have
any questions about winter ploughing please email
administration at admin@waiparous.ca or call the
office at directly 403-510-8083.

2018 Fire Pit Certification
Our Fire Guardian Joleen Molenaar has completed
her inspections for Fire Pit certifications and
administration will be sending out certificates over
the next week. Contact the office directly if you
have any questions or concerns.

Back 40 Info Session

All council meeting information can be found on our
website in one place. Look for the Council Tab to
find meeting Notices, Agendas, Agenda Packages,
and Minutes all posted in one easy to access
location. Go to http://waiparous.ca/council/

The Back 40 FireSmart Info sessions held this
summer were very
informative and a
great opportunity to
learn more about
the ongoing
FireSmart project. If
you did not have an opportunity to attend either of
the two sessions a video is available to see what
was discussed. You can download the video on
our website at http://waiparous.ca/community/gwta/

Highway 40 Bridge Project

Website updates

Interested in the meeting agenda and
what will be discussed by Council?

No Update from Alberta Transportation
In late August the Village
received communication
from Alberta Transportation
that the Functional Review
and Evaluation Report
would be delayed once
again. As of Oct 12,2018, we have not received
any further communication from the Province.
Administration will be following up with Alberta
Transportation next week and will communicate
with residents once we get more information.

Over the next few months there will be periodic
updates to the www.waiparous.ca website.
The goal is to make information easier to find and
remove duplication.
One of the new pages is the COMMUNITY Page.
Here you will find all our current and archived
newsletters as well as Back 40 and GWTA
information.
If you have a community event you would like
publicly posted, please submit your request to
community@waiparous.ca.

